THOMASTON HISTORICAL COMMISSION

SELECTMEN’S CONFERENCE ROOM

Tuesday, July 28, 2015 

Members Present: Joe Wassong, Kristin Mosimann, Al Pfaefflin, Elaine Dixon, Tom Calvello, Kellie Moffat, and Val Polowy

Guests: Scott Duff

The minutes were not read but one correction was made in paragraph one as to a name change from Kellie to Al. Following this the minutes were accepted unanimously.

The next item on the agenda was Kellie’s presentation of the grant which she has written to the Thomaston Savings Bank. She has made a request for a $1098.10 grant toward a purchase of a 15 inch laptop and Microsoft Professional Office and multifunctional printer. A decision will be announced after October the 6, 2015. Kellie is also considering if the bank refuses the request that she will approach seven other sources for technical grants. She is also working on a web site for the Seth Thomas-Bradstreet House Museum. She reported that she could get internet access for a web site for $100.00.The web site would be easier to do this way. There are several choices of sites and the articles could change. It would be $200.00 to do the web page. It would not be hard to do out of a photo file. Joe did write to Tracy Decker about the web site. Landmark has a site also. The Thomaston library also has a web site. A motion was made to endorse Kellie to work on the web site by Kristin and passed unanimously by members.
There were no updates by Joe on the work to be done on Ulric Mather’s Yale diploma. 

Joe did pursue the addition of the Seth Thomas-Bradstreet House Museum ad in the Town Times for $400.00. The half page article will be added. 

The article for the Connecticut Explored magazine will be postponed until next year. The Thomaston Railroad Museum is also interested in printing an ad in the magazine. We could consider a joint ad for $900.00.

Kristin again talked about cross marketing the Seth Thomas-Bradstreet House with the Opera House and include other interests in town such as the railroad, the Thomaston Historical Society Museum and local restaurants. 
Joe reported on a meeting he attended at the Litchfield Historical Society. They have the same problem as we do in that they cannot get volunteers. It’s a universal problem. There were many societies represented there. Litchfield’s advantage is that they have a paid staff. 

We are still considering an antique appraisal fund raiser. Joe suggested Wayne Mattox as the host again. He has done an appraisal in Thomaston before. 

There is no update from Joe and Al on the store house windows. There are ten panes of glass and wood framing that need work. Winslow in Northfield is no longer doing glass work. They need to meet and approach other vendors. 

The carpenter bees have been eliminated. Guaranty Pest Elimination was used. The invoice was $375.00 therefore a motion was made by Elaine Dixon, seconded by Kellie Moffat to pay this bill and the motion was passed unanimously.

The gardens are in poor condition and need cleaning. The decorative bushes between the bank and the museum have been fertilized and mulched by the Thomaston Savings Bank landscaper and Val requested that a thank you note be sent to the bank officials for this work. Elaine Dixon will send this letter. Weed pulling will be done on August 26,2015 by a group including Joe, Elaine and Kellie and Val will send out an e-mail requesting help from other volunteers. Kristin was offered a planting of daffodil bulbs which will be done next year. 

Kristin also reported on the school passports and changes that will be made in the classroom presentations. She will be using Power Point. This will be done in September and in the spring a Clock Walk will be included in the program. She also presented the docent schedule to the members. There are gaps which need to be filled.  
A baptismal dress was sent in 1910 to Ulric Mather by Amy Linton Mather. It is a treasured piece which is on display in the children’s room.

Kristin announced that she is officially a member of the Thomaston Railroad Museum Board. It will be a good relationship.

Tom has not heard a response from the Post Office Department. He will write a letter to Elizabeth Esty to try for results concerning the stamp of Seth Thomas.
The Department of Transportation will have to make a decision concerning the location for a state highway sign for the Seth Thomas-Bradstreet House Museum. It could be added to existing signs for landmarks in the town or in several other locations discussed at the meeting. Tom and Joe will file an application. 

Elaine would like to make changes in the new Seth Thomas-Bradstreet House Museum brochure. The changes would be in the text and the photos. It will be available for the Light UpThe Town open house and before. 
Private tours are still available.

There was no new business.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. with a motion from Kellie Moffat seconded by Kristin Mosimann and passed by all. The next meeting will be Wednesday, August 26, 2015.

Respectfully submitted,

Val Polowy, Secretary

