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 Thomaston Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission  

Meeting Minutes – September 28, 2016 

 

Members Present & Seated:  Joe Fainer, Chairman, Laura Fitch, Tony Samela, Rich Jennings,  

                                                  seated at 7:03 pm Robin Capone  
                 
Others Present:  Jeremy Leifert, Jason Secco, Terry Waldron, Glenn Clark–Superintendent of  

                             Roads, Kip Brammer, Bob Pastore, Jim O’Neil, Nick Sforza 
 

The meeting convened at 7:00 pm 
 

Minutes:  
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to approve the meeting minutes as 

presented. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Old Business: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Permit Application #2016-08-24-01 for post activity resolution of inland   

                               wetlands violations for activities conducted in a regulated area at 280  

                               Reynolds Bridge Rd. 
 

Agent(s): None 
 

J. Fainer discussed the Commission conducting a site walk of the property and that the material 

deposited is at least 10 feet deep, and referred to the definition of significant activity, noting that if 

this application is declared a significant activity, a public hearing will be required. Discussion 

ensued. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to declare permit application 

#2016-08-24-01 a significant activity. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

The Commission discussed how much to access the fee for this application, noting that $460.00 has 

already been paid by the applicant. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to set the permit fee at a total of 

$760.00. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

The Commission discussed if a third party review should be required since they don’t know exactly 

what was deposited or what activity occurred.  
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to authorize J. Leifert to hire an 

engineer to review the application. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

J. Leifert will notify the applicant when the engineer sends a quote and that all of the fees will have 

to paid before the public hearing notice is published. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #2 – Application #2016-07-29-01 for a 24’ x 24’ single family home addition and  

                                associated site work within a regulated area at 226 West Hill Rd. 
 

Agent(s): J. Secco 
 

J. Secco presented a site plan to the Commission and explained that he cannot install the septic 

system in the location shown on the site plan because the pert test showed the soil to be non-

compliant, that the only place on the property it can be located is where he wanted to construct the 

addition, that the survey shows his property line closer to his house than he originally thought it was, 
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and that he is now considering constructing a separate structure, but needs to walk the property with 

J. Leifert to see what his options are before coming back to the Commission.  
  

J. Fainer explained that if he doesn’t decide on a new location before the next meeting, he could 

request a 30 day extension and if he still hasn’t decided by the end of the 30 days, he could withdraw 

the application and submit a new one when he is ready. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #3 – Continued discussion of permitting/violation status at 1481 Waterbury Rd. 
 

Agent(s): T. Waldron 
 

J. Leifert reported that he and S. Hayden viewed the property from the road and distributed a copy of 

S. Hayden’s email stating that a permit should have been required for the installation of the pipe. 

Discussion ensued. 
 

J. Fainer explained the permit process to T. Waldron and that the permit will be an after-the-fact 

permit. 
 

G. Clark informed the Commission that he only replaced the existing pipes in the Town’s right-a-

way portion of the property.  
 

After review of the Highway Dept.’s. general permit, it was the consensus of the Commission that 

the activity to replace the pipes did fall under the general permit. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #4 – Adjustment of application fee for approved permit for 268 Watertown Rd. 
 

J. Leifert informed the Commission that the accessed application fee of $235.00 was incorrect and 

should have been $260.00, which was the fee collected from the applicant. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to access the total fee at $260.00 to 

amend the previously set fee. Motion unanimously passed.   

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #5 – Discussion of application fee revisions 
 

A motion was made by R. Jennings and seconded by T. Samela to discuss the fee revisions later 

in the meeting. Motion unanimously passed. 

 

New Business: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Pre-application discussion of proposed regulated activities on a parcel on 

                               Old Northfield Rd.  
  
G. Clark explained to the Commission that at the intersection of Old Northfield Rd. and Babbitt Rd. 

there has been an ongoing issue with heavy rains washing out a portion of a property and causing a 

portion of the road to become unstable because the river changed its course by approximately 15’ 

over time, that the road could be washed out completely with the next heavy rain, that the area has 

been backfilled and riprapped before, and that he is would like to install a 5’ diameter pipe to move 

the watercourse back to its original course and to serve as a crossing for the property owners.  

Discussion ensued.  
 

It was the consensus of the Commission that this activity will fall under G. Clark’s general permit, 

but an application will also have to submitted by the property owner. 
 

The Commission will view the area on their own before the next meeting.   
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Agenda Item #2 – Pre-application discussion of re-approval of a single family home at 599   

                               Walnut Hill Rd.  
  
Agent(s): B. Pastore 
 

J. Leifert explained that B. Pastore was previously approved to build a house when the setback was 

50’, that the permit has since expired and only the driveway was installed, and that the proposed 

house is now entirely in the 100’ setback. 
 

The Commission reviewed the previously approved site plan. 
 

J. Fainer explained the permit process to B. Pastore and that if he had the property re-surveyed, he 

may be able to locate the house outside of the regulated area and a permit would not be required.  
 

Once the survey is complete, B. Pastore will confirm to J. Leifert whether or not the proposed house 

would be in the regulated area or not.  

____________________ 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to modify the agenda to include an 

application for 175 Litchfield St. under New Business. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

Agent(s): J. O’Neil 
 

J. O’Neil explained that his entire property is within the regulated area, that he removed part of his 

deck several years ago because of damage from runoff from the road, that he decided to rebuild the 

entire deck instead of just the portion he removed, and that it is approximately in the same location 

and larger. 
 

The Commission reviewed the site plan. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to accept application #2016-09-28-

01. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

The Commission will view the property before the next meeting. 

____________________ 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Ftich to modify the agenda to bring 

discussed of enforcement for 381 Cedar Mountain Rd. next on the agenda. Motion 

unanimously passed. 
 

Agent(s): N. Sforza 
 

J. Leifert explained that the permit expired last week and as of his site visit of last week, it doesn’t 

appear that any items have been removed. 
 

N. Sforza presented a list of items he removed from the property, said that he estimates that he is 

50% done with the cleanup, and asked for a 2-month extension to complete it. 
 

J. Leifert informed the Commission that this has been an issue for at least 5 years, that he has told 

neighbors who have made multiple complaints that N. Sforza has a date that all items have to be 

removed by, and that he doesn’t feel the Commission would be serving the neighbors right if the 

permit were extended.  
 

J. Leifert explained that if the Commission were to proceed with the next level of enforcement, N. 

Sforza could still bring the property into compliance and the proceedings could end. 
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J. Fainer asked N. Sforza if more material has been brought onto the property since the Cease & 

Desist Order was issued. 
 

N. Sforza replied yes and that he didn’t understand the order meant he couldn’t bring more items 

onto the property.  
 

Discussion ensued regarding the Commission options at this point. 
 

J. Leifert will seek advice from Town Counsel and report back to the Commission next month.   

   

Continuation of Old Business: 
 

Agenda Item #5 – Discussion of application fee revisions 
 

J. Leifert distributed and discussed the proposed fee schedule.  
 

It was the consensus of the Commission to note with the base fees that the applicable State Fee will 

also have to be paid. 
 

J. Leifert will make the change and re-distribute the schedule for review at the next meeting. 
 

Conservation Agenda:    
 

 Old Business: 
  

 Agenda Item #1 – Interpretive signage grant application for Turner Rd. wetland –no update. 

 Agenda Item #2 – Environmental review status of Dug Rd. property – will find out when the  

                                    ERT will be conducted. 

 Agenda Item #3 – Trail improvements for Dug Rd Open Space – no update. 

 Agenda Item #4 -- Illegal  ATV use/gating Dug Rd. Open Space – no update.  

     Agenda Item #5 – Discussion of open space dedication of 4 acres at Nystrom’s Pond – per the   

                                    contract for the funds the Town received to develop Nystroms, 4 acres from the   

                                    Little League field to the beach needs to be dedicated as open space that needs  

                                    to be approved at a Town meeting. J. Leifert will make the recommendation to  

                                    the BOS to call for a Town meeting. 
  

 New Business: None  

 

Communications and Bills:   
 

J. Leifert presented and/or discussed the following; 
 

1.  CT Wildlife July/August 2016 Issue 

2.  The Habitat Summer 2016 Issue 

3.  Annual CACIWC Conference, November 12, 2016 

4.  CT Siting Council Referral regarding Transmission line upgrades 

5.  Commission resignation from R. Foster   

 

Reports: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – 258 Old Waterbury Rd. approval of a storage shed 
 

J. Leifert explained that the shed will be used for a swap shack. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to accept Agent Permit #2016-08-

23-01. Motion unanimously passed. 
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J. Fainer signed the permits for the following; 
 

1.  268 Watertown Rd. – commercial addition 

2.  730 N. Main St. – 2013 house demolition/grading 

3.  730 N. Main St. – new home construction/septic/site work 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #3 – Enforcement/Violations 
 

a. 1481 Waterbury Rd. – regulated activities within an intermittent watercourse with no 

permits – discussed earlier in the meeting. 

b. Meadow Brook Dr./Laurel Dr. Watercourse Diversion Issues – Public Act No. 14-67 was 

distributed regarding all parties using a private easement or using rights-of-ways are 

responsible for its maintenance.  

c. 175 Litchfield St., Unpermitted deck in regulated area – application accepted earlier in the 

meeting. 

d. 381 Cedar Mountain Rd., Deposition in a regulated area – discussed earlier in the meeting.  

e. 167 Reynolds Bridge Rd. (Open C&D, Court Order) – no update. 

f. 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. (Open C&D Order) – discussed in Executive Session. 

g. Leigh Ave. – Standing Cease and Desist Order, W. Chamberlin Property – no update. 
 

Executive Session: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Discussion of pending litigation for 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. 

Agenda Item #2 – Discussion of pending litigation for 167 Reynolds Bridge Rd. 
 

J. Leifert informed the Commission that Executive Session was not needed at this time for 167 

Reynolds Bridge Rd.  
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to move into Executive Session to 

discuss pending litigation for 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. and possible litigation for 381 Cedar 

Mountain St. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

The Commission moved in Executive Session at 9:11 pm with all members present and J. Leifert.  
 

The Commission moved out of Executive Session at 9:32 pm with no action taken. 
 

Adjournment: 
 

The Commission adjourned the meeting at 9:34 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Pat Santa Maria,  

Recording Secretary 


