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 Thomaston Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission  

Meeting Minutes – July 27, 2016 
 

Members Present & Seated:  Joe Fainer, Chairman, Laura Fitch, Robin Capone, Tony Samela,  

                                                  Rich Jennings  
                 
Others Present:  Jeremy Leifert 
 

The meeting convened at 7:00 pm 
 

Minutes:  
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to accept the minutes from June 

22, 2016 as amended to read (Pg. 1 Agenda #2, 2
nd

 paragraph) Japanese Knotweed instead of 

bamboo. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Old Business: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Permit Application #2016-05-19-01 for tree and shrub removal within  

                               wetlands and within regulated upland review areas at Mountaindale  

                               Condominiums, 143 Pine Hill Rd. 
 

Agent(s):  None 
 

J. Fainer explained that the Commission had questions from last month’s meeting regarding if the 

chipped trees and/or whole trees would be dropped in the wetlands and if the Japanese Knotwood 

will also be removed.  
 

J. Leifert commented that he understood it to be the rotted trees and the tree that could possibly fall, 

would be taken away. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to approve Permit Application 

#2016-05-19-01 with our standard terms and conditions and specifically as noted on the 

application by the applicant. Motion unanimously passed.  

____________________ 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to move the discussion of potential 

application fee revisions after New Business. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

New Business:   
 

Agenda Item #1 – Permit Application #2016-07-14-03 for construction of an addition within a  

                               regulated upland review area at 268 Watertown Ave. 
 

Agent(s):  None 
 

J. Leifert explained that the owner would like to construct an addition to the rear of the building and 

that he gave permission for the Commission to conduct a site walk of the property.  
 

The Commission reviewed the site plan.  
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to accept Application #2016-07-14-

03 for 268 Watertown Rd. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

The Commission tabled determining if the proposed activity will be significant or not significant and 

setting the fee until after the site walk is conducted.  
 

J. Fainer explained the permit process to the public in attendance and allowed public comment 

regarding this application. 
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H. Benning commented that he is concerned with saving the wetlands and the wild life in it. 
 

A site walk was scheduled for July 30, 3016 at 8:00 am.  

____________________ 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by R. Jennings to modify the agenda to add 

Application #2016-07-27-01 of B. Klep for 730 North Main St. Motion unanimously passed.   
 

J. Leifert explained that the original house was demolished and this application is from a potential 

buyer to construct a new house. 
 

The Commission reviewed and discussed the proposed site plan.  
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to accept Application 2016-07-27-

01. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

A tentative site walk was scheduled for July 30, 2016 at 8:30 am based on J. Leifert receiving 

permission from the property owner. 
 

Old Business Continued: 
 

Agenda Item #2 – Discussion of potential application fee revisions 
 

J. Leifert distributed a draft fee schedule for review and a comparison of what the actual fees were 

from a previously approved application to what the fees would be with the proposed fee schedule.  
 

J.  Leifert explained that 10% of the proposed fees will cover administrative costs, the State fee, and  

the notice fees, and that the balance would be used for engineer reviews. J. Leifert also explained 

that his thought process is to have developers look at other options in order to save wetland areas.  
 

J. Leifert will make the changes discussed tonight for review at next month’s meeting, including 

adding the copy fees, adding that the base fees must be paid with the submittal of an application, and 

adding that the engineer review fee will be refunded if an application is denied. 
 

Conservation Agenda:    
 

 Old Business: 
  

 J. Leifert reported on the following; 
 

 Agenda Item #1 – Interpretive signage grant application for Turner Rd. wetland – the grant 

 application was submitted to Thomaston Savings Bank and is waiting for their decision. An aerial 

 view showing the location of the sign and a photo showing the type was distributed for review. 
 _____________________________ 

 

 Agenda Item #2 – Environmental review status of Dug Rd. property – he was notified that the 

 review was approved, but did not know if it will be conducted in the fall or in the spring.  

 ____________________ 
  

 Agenda Item #3 - Trail improvements for Dug Rd Open Space 

 Agenda Item #4 – Illegal  ATV use/gating Dug Rd. Open Space   
  

 These agenda items this will be tied into the Environmental review. 
 

 New Business:   
 

 Agenda Item #1 – Discussion of Open Space dedication of 4 acres at Nystrom’s Pond 
 

 J. Leifert explained that when the permanent open space properties were presented to the Board of 

 Selectmen, Nystrom’s wasn’t included because they didn’t want to put restrictions on it and that 
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 in reviewing the contract between the Town and the State for the money that was used to develop 

 Nystrom’s, it states as a requirement that the four acres developed needs to be declared as 

 permanent open space.  
 

 J. Leifert will discuss this with the Town Attorney.  
 

Communications and Bills: 
 

J. Leifert distributed and discussed the following; 

  1.   Legislative Updates   

 2.   May/June issue of Connecticut Wildlife    

     3.   DEEP Continuing Education Workshop – Legal and Administrative Updates 
 

Reports: 
 

J. Leifert reported that he will give the Board of Selectmen a legal update next Tuesday and will 

discuss a possible retainer for Atty. Bryne with them.  

____________________ 
   
Agenda Item #1 – Approved permits for Chairman Signature 
 

J. Fainer signed permits for 801 North Main St. and a permit for 455 Jackson St., which is being 

advertised for sale and will require a permit transfer if it is sold. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #2 – Enforcement/Violations 
 

a. Meadow Brook Dr./Laurel Dr. Watercourse Diversion Issues – properties owners recently 

stated they can’t afford to hire an engineer to resolve the issue. It was never transferred to the 

property owners and is still owned by the developer.       

b. 175 Litchfield St., Unpermitted deck in regulated area – approved by ZBA and needs to 

come before this Commission for approval. 

c. 381 Cedar Mountain Rd., Deposition in a regulated area – discussed in Executive Session. 

d. 167 Reynolds Bridge Rd. (Open C&D Order, Court Order) – application not received yet.  

e. 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. (Open C&D Order) – application not received yet. Discussed in 

Executive Session. 

f. Leigh Ave. – Standing Cease and Desist Order, W. Chamberlin Property – M. Deziel 

moved his business and is in the process of selling the property. Discussion ensued regarding 

the dam on the property.  
 

Executive Session: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Discussion of pending litigation for 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. 

Agenda Item #2 – Discussion of pending litigation for 167 Reynolds Bridge Rd. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to move into Executive Session to 

discuss potential legal issues and strategy to address those legal issues for 381 Cedar Mountain 

Rd. and 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

The Commission moved in Executive Session at 8:47 with all members present and J. Leifert.  
 

The Commission moved out of Executive Session at 8:56 pm with action taken. 
 

Adjournment: 
 

The Commission adjourned the meeting at 8:57 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Pat Santa Maria, Recording Secretary 


