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 Thomaston Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission  

Meeting Minutes – February 24, 2016 
 

Members Present & Seated:  Joe Fainer, Chairman, Tony Samela, Laura Fitch, Robin Capone,   

                                                  Rich Jennings 
 

Others Present:  Jeremy Leifert, Robert Foster, Peter Grandy of Wesson & Sampson, Nick Sforza,  

                             Tim Ferris, Glenn & Lisa Durante 
 

The meeting convened at 7:00 pm 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to move the annual meeting and 

approval of the minutes to later in the meeting. Motion unanimously passed. 

 

Old Business: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Permit Application #2016-01-15-01 to conduct test borings for Walnut Hill  

                               Rd. bridge replacement within a regulated area   
 

Agent(s): P. Grandy 
 

P. Grandy apologized to the Commission for not being present at last month’s special meeting as he 

was not aware that a meeting had been scheduled. 
 

P. Grandy explained that the test borings will help the engineer to determine what types of repairs can 

be conducted, that a rig will core through the existing foundation to determine where rock is located, 

that the material removed will be placed back into the hole, and that the rig performing the test will be 

located on the road approximately 40’-50’ from the stream.     
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to approve Application #2016-01-15-

01 with the standard terms and conditions. Motion unanimously passed. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #2 – Discussion of activities related to future road project on Hickory Hill Rd. 
 

P. Grandy explained that he is helping the Town with an application for funding of potential work to 

areas of Hickory Hill Rd. and that some areas will be within regulated areas. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #3 – Permit Application #2016-01-08-01 for installation of guardrails and                  

                               stabilization within a regulated area at 98 Blakeman Rd. 
 

J. Leifert informed the Commission that Mr. Poniatowski could not attend tonight’s meeting.  
 

The Commission discussed the site walk and the proposed activity. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by R. Capone to declare Application #2016-01-

08-01 not a significant activity. Motion passed 4-0-1 abstention by L. Fitch. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by R. Capone to approve Application #2016-01-

08-01 with the standard terms and conditions. Motion passed 4-0-1 abstention by L. Fitch. 

  

New Business: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Permit Application #2016-02-17-01 for cleanup and remediation of deposition  

                              of materials within a regulated area at 381 Cedar Mountain Rd.  

Agent(s): N. Sforza 
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J. Leifert explained that there is accumulation of materials, appliances, scrap metal, and vehicles 

within the regulated area.  
 

N. Sforza told the Commission that he has been cleaning up the property. 
 

J. Fainer explained the permit process to N. Sforza and that all the activity he will be performing needs 

to be included on the application, as well as how long it will take him to complete the activity. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to accept Permit Application #2016-

02-17-01. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

N. Sforza gave the Commission permission to conduct a site walk of the property on Saturday, March 

26
th

 at 8:00 am. and asked the Commission to waive the application fee as he is currently unemployed. 
 

J. Fainer explained that one of three conditions will need to be met in order for the Commission to 

waive the fee and that a formal request explaining which of the conditions he meets will need to be 

submitted at the next meeting. 

____________________ 
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to modify New Business to review an 

application for 543 North Main St.. 
 

Agent(s): G. Durant, L. Durant 
 

G. Durant explained that they would like to construct an attached 2 car garage to the right side of their 

house and that it can’t be constructed on the left side of the house because of the septic system. 
 

J. Leifert informed the Commission that the addition would be approximately 35’ from wetlands.  
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to accept Permit Application #2016-

02-19-01. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

J. Fainer explained the permit process to G. Durante and L. Durante. 
 

G. Durante gave permission to the Commission to conduct a site walk of the property Saturday, March 

26
th

 at 8:45 am, as well as permission for members to conduct individual site walks. 

____________________ 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to modify the agenda to include 

discussion of Meadow Brook Dr. in New Business. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

Agent(s): T. Ferris 
 

J. Leifert presented a map of Meadow Brook Dr. and informed the Commission that the road was 

never accepted by the Town, that through research and discussions with Atty. Rybak, it was 

determined that it is a shared driveway, and presented pictures showing the buildup of ice towards 

Laurel Dr. caused by water being diverted from springs towards the top of the area.    
 

T. Ferris explained that water flows onto his property from a pipe that was installed 14 years ago by 

one of the property owners and after repeatedly asking them to fix the issue or extend the pipe, he 

capped the pipe to keep his house and property dry.  
 

J. Leifert informed the Commission that he was not able to find a permit on file for the installation of 

the pipe, but did find a permit for Mr. Zappone to create a trench, and that he feels that the 

Commission should walk the site in order to determine if it is a watercourse.  
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J. Leifert told the Commission that he received permission from the two other property owners  to 

conduct a site walk. T. Ferris also granted permit to the Commission to conduct a site walk, which was 

scheduled for Saturday, March 26
th

 at 8:30 am. 
 

J. Fainer explained that a site walk will determine if the issues are in the Commission’s jurisdiction, 

and if a permit is required or if a Cease and Desist Order needs to be issued.  
 

Annual Meeting:  
 

Agenda Item #1 - Election of Secretary  
 

A nomination of L. Fitch as Secretary was made by T. Samela and seconded by R. Cappone.  
 

No other nominations for Secretary were made and the nominations were closed. 
 

The Commission unanimously voted for L. Fitch as Secretary of the IWWC. 
____________________ 

 

J. Fainer re-appointed L. Fitch to the 2016 Conservation Committee. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #2 – Review of Commission By-Laws 
 

J. Leifert informed the Commission that he doesn’t feel there is anything in the by-laws that need to be 

corrected at this time.  
 

It was the consensus of the Commission not to make any changes to them.    
 

Minutes: 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by R. Jennings to approve the meeting minutes 

of January 27 as amended to include Robert Foster as present, to read R. Capone throughout 

the minutes, to read (Pg. 1 Show Cause Hearing last paragraph) J. Fainer explained that he can 

request the fee waiver when the application is accepted, and to read (Pg. 3 Annual Meeting #3)  

J. Fainer re-appointed them for 2016. Motion passed 4-0-1 abstention by L. Fitch.     
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to amend the agenda to include the 

review of the February 10, 2016 special meeting minutes. Motion unanimously passed 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by R. Capone to approve the February 10, 2016 

minutes as present. Motion passed 4-0-1 abstention by L. Fitch.   

____________________ 
 

The approval of the January 30, 2016 site walk minutes were tabled until next month. 
 

New Business Continued: 
 

Agenda Item #2 – Review of appendices in the IWWC regulations 
 

J. Leifert discussed the appendices with the Commission to determine if any of them should be 

changed or removed. 
 

J. Leifert will make the changes discussed and distributed a new copy to the Commission next month. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #3 – Discussion of review of regulations; potential amendments 
 

J. Leifert informed the Commission that new model regulation will be released sometime this year. 
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 Conservation Agenda: 
 

      Old Business:  
 

      Agenda Item #1 - Urban Forestry Grants Discussion – no update at this time.   

      Agenda Item #2 - New Grant Opportunities – no update at this time.   

      Agenda Item #3 - Trail Improvements for Dug Rd. Open Space – no update at this time.  

      Agenda Item #4 - Illegal ATV Use/Gating Dug Rd. Open Space - no update at this time.   

      Agenda Item #5 - Environmental Assessment of Dug Rd. Property – Kings Mark will be  

                                    contacted to see if they can form a team to conduct the assessment. 

      Agenda #6 - Interpretive Signage for Turner Rd. Wetland – no update at this time.   
 

      New Business:  None  

     
Communications and Bills:   
 

J. Leifert presented and/or distributed the following; 

   1.  The Habitat November/December 2015 issue 

   2.  UConn CLEAR Land Use Workshop, Saturday, March 5
th

 

   3.  Case Update – Folsom vs. Zoning Board of Appeals  

   4.  2016 CT Land Conservation Conference, Saturday, March 19th 
 

Reports: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Enforcement: 

    a. Enforcement – Meadow Brook Dr. watercourse diversion – discussed earlier in the meeting. 

    b.  Enforcement – 175 Litchfield St. unpermitted deck in regulated area – still waiting for an  

         application to be submitted to ZBA before coming to the IWWC.  

    c. Enforcement – 381 Cedar Mountain Rd. deposition in regulated area – an application was  

         accepted earlier in the meeting. 

    d. Enforcement – 126 Cables La. Open C&D Order – the Commission discussed lifting the  

         C&D Order now that there is a permit in place. 
 

         A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to lift the Cease and Desist  

         Order for 126 Cables La. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

    e. Enforcement - 167 Reynolds Bridge Rd. Open C&D Order & Court Order – J. Fainer  

         reported that he was told that the wetlands may have been filled in. J. Leifert will inspect the  

         property and report back to the Commission next month.  

    e. Enforcement - 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. Open C&D Order – R. Geddes was supposed to be  

         present tonight to speak with the Commission. J. Leifert will speak to Atty. Byrne for an update. 

    f. Leigh Ave. - Standing C&D Order for W. Chamberlin Property – no update. 
 

Executive Session: 
 

Agenda Item #1 - Discussion of pending litigation - 280 Reynolds Bridge Road  

Agenda Item #2 - Discussion of pending litigation – 167 Reynolds Bridge Road  
 

Executive Session was not needed for these items at this time. 

____________________ 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to adjourn at 9:06 pm. Motion 

unanimously passed. 

  

Respectfully submitted,  Pat Santa Maria, Recording Secretary  


