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 Thomaston Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission  

Meeting Minutes – August 24, 2016 
 

Members Present:  Joe Fainer, Chairman, Laura Fitch, Tony Samela, Robin Capone,  

                                  Sue Pierpont, Rich Jennings  
                 
Others Present:  Jeremy Leifert, John Pazzano, David Petroccia, Surveyor, Dennis McMorrow of  

                             Berkshire Engineering & Surveying, Jason Secco, Terry Waldron, Ryan Geddes 
 

The meeting convened at 7:00 pm 
 

Members Seated: J. Fainer, L. Fitch, T. Samela, R. Capone, R. Jennings 
 

Minutes:  
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to approve the minutes of July 27, 

2016 as amended to read (New Business Item #1) Watertown Rd. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to approve the minutes from July 

30, 2016 as presented. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

Old Business: 
 

Agenda Item #1 –Permit Application #2016-07-14-03 for construction of an addition within a  

                              regulated upland review area at 268 Watertown Ave. 
 

Agent(s): J. Pazzano, D. Petroccia 
 

D. Petroccia explained that J. Pazzano would like to construct a 1,300 square foot addition to the 

back of his building that would be on a concrete slab and used for storage.  
 

The Commission reviewed the site plan while J. Pazzano explained that he will be not be operating 

the business out of the addition and that he will only be storing equipment, vehicles, and oil and 

chemicals, which will be kept in boxes.  
 

J. Fainer told J. Pazzano that S&E controls will need to be installed to prevent material from going 

into the wetlands during construction. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to set the fee at $235.00. Motion 

unanimously passed.  
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to declare this application not a 

significant activity. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to approve permit application 

#2016-07-14-03 with our standard terms and conditions and in addition that the design of the 

foundation, the design to prevent possible leakage of liquids, the soil removal, the final 

building design, and the installation of S&E controls are approved by the Wetlands 

Enforcement Officer prior to the construction beginning, that the driveway will be created 

with processed material, and that the application comes back to the Commission for a 

modification for any changes not approved on this site plan. Motion unanimously passed.     

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #2 – Permit Application #2016-07-27-01 for construction of a single family home   

                               with a septic system, well, and associated grading with a regulated upland  

                               review area at 730 North Main St.  
 

Agent(s): D. McMorrow 
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D. McMorrow explained that the original house on the property was demolished in 2015 and that B. 

Kleb would like to construct a single family dwelling on the property and presented a site plan 

showing the proposed house, the existing driveway, a new full septic design, S&E measures, the 

Naugatuck River and the flood plain, and noted that the new house will be constructed as close as 

possible to the same location as the previous house. 
 

The Commission reviewed the site plan. Discussion ensued. 
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to declare this activity not a 

significant activity. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to set the fee at $135.00. Motion 

unanimously passed. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to approve permit application 

#2016-07-27-01 with our standard terms and conditions and to be built according to the plans 

submitted.  Motion unanimously passed. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #3 – Discussion of application fee revisions 
 

J. Leifert reported that he did not make the changes discussed at last month’s meeting, but will have 

them ready for review at next month’s meeting.  

____________________ 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to add an application for 226 West 

Hill Rd. to the agenda under New Business. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Agent(s): J. Secco 
 

J. Secco explained that he would like to construct an addition to his existing garage that will be 

approximately 75’ away from the wetlands, that a soil scientist already flagged the wetlands, and 

presented a 1985 survey of his property for review, noting that his surveyor will produce a site plan 

once the pert tests have been completed. 
 

J. Fainer explained the permit process and timeframe to J. Secco, noting that once the site plan is 

completed, a permit will not be required if it shows the addition will not within the regulated area. 
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to accept application #2016-07-29-

01. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

J. Secco gave the Commission permission to conduct a site walk of the property on August 27, 2016 

and for individual site walks. 

____________________ 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to modify the agenda to add an 

application for 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. to New Business. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Agent(s): R. Geddes 
 

R. Geddes submitted an application and site plan to resolve the wetland issues on the property for the 

Commission to review. Discussion ensued. 
 

J. Leifert informed the Commission that he walked the property with R. Geddes a couple of weeks 

ago and presented pictures from that site walk for review.  
 

R. Geddes gave the Commission permission to conduct a site walk of the property on August 27, 

2016 and for individual site walks. 
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A motion was made by R. Capone and seconded by T. Samela to accept application #2016-08-

24-01 for 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. Motion unanimously passed. 

____________________ 
 

J. Fainer asked the public in attendance if anyone was present for 175 Litchfield St., but no one was. 

____________________ 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to modify the agenda to discuss a 

violation at 1481 Waterbury Rd. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

Agent(s): T. Waldron 
 

J. Leifert presented the violation notice sent to the property owners, pictures of the work that was 

completed without a permit, and minutes from October 2013 showing a discussion with the property 

owners about the activity they wanted to perform and J. Fainer explaining the permit process to them 

and suggesting they contact S. Hayden to help them with a plan. 
 

T. Waldron presented the septic plan and pictures of the trees that were taken down and explained 

that she hired K. Greene to install the catch basin and the septic system and thought he had taken 

care of everything, that the Town delivered the pipes, that she was told by S. Hayden it was not a 

main watercourse and they could pipe it, and that she has a letter from him stating such, but could 

not find it to present to the Commission. T. Waldron also discussed the Town never maintaining the 

catch basin.  
 

J. Leifert informed the Commission that it is an intermittent watercourse that is stream fed, that he 

spoke to S. Hayden and was told by him that he doesn’t have the letter T. Waldron is referring to in 

his files, and that he was not notified by G. Clark or K. Green about any of the activity.  
 

J. Leifert also explained that there is an easement on the corner of their property that the Town is 

supposed to maintain and that the rest of the property needs to be maintained by the owners. 
 

J. Fainer explained that they need to go through the permit process because any activity that occurs 

within 100’ of any wetlands or watercourse, requires a permit.  
 

J. Leifert will speak to G. Clark about the background of this and report back to the Commission. 
 

T. Waldron gave the Commission permission to conduct a site walk on August 27, 2016 and said as 

far as the driveway is concerned, it has since been seeded and is not being used as a driveway.   
 

Conservation Agenda:    
 

 Old Business: 
  

 Agenda Item #1 – Interpretive signage grant application for Turner Rd. wetland–haven’t  

                                    heard if they will be receiving the grant yet. 

 Agenda Item #2 – Environmental review status of Dug Rd. property–will call next week to     

                                    find out when the ERT will be conducted. 

 Agenda Item #3 – Trail improvements for Dug Rd Open Space–no update. 

 Agenda Item #4 -- Illegal  ATV use/gating Dug Rd. Open Space–no update.  

     Agenda Item #5 – Discussion of open space dedication of 4 acres at Nystrom’s Pond–email   

                                    was sent to Atty. Rybak regarding this, but, hasn’t received a response yet.  
  

 New Business:   
 

     Agenda Item #1 – Possible grant opportunity – DEEP recreational trails grant 
 

     J. Leifert presented the guidelines for the DEEP Recreational Trails Program for review and  
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    informed the Commission that there are a lot of projects that would be eligible for this grant, but  

    feels we should wait until the review on Dug Rd. has been completed.   
 

Communications and Bills:  None 
 

Reports: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Agent Permits Issued at 453 Jackson St.–storage shed in upland review area 
 

J. Leifert presented an agent approval permit he granted for a 10’ x 12’ storage shed to be placed in 

the upland review area. 
 

A motion was made by R. Capone and seconded by T. Samela accept agent permit #2016-07-

26-01. Motion unanimously passed.  

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #2 – a. Thomaston Valley Village – 250 Reynolds Bridge Rd. 

b. Mountaindale Condo Association – 143 Pine Hill Rd. 
   
J. Fainer signed the permits for 250 Reynolds Bridge Rd. and 143 Pine Hill Rd. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #3 – Enforcement/Violations 
 

a. 1481 Waterbury Rd. – regulated activities within an intermittent watercourse with no 

permits – this was discussed earlier in the meeting. 

b. Meadow Brook Dr./Laurel Dr. Watercourse Diversion Issues – Atty. Rybak affirmed that 

the road is still owned by the original developer and through research, J. Leifert found out that 

he is living in Woodbury.  

c. 175 Litchfield St., Unpermitted deck in regulated area – expected the owner to submit an 

application for tonight, but will contact the owner for an update. 

d. 381 Cedar Mountain Rd., Deposition in a regulated area – the current permit will expire 

before the next meeting. It was the consensus of the Commission to notify the property owner 

that the permit is about to expire and not to take any further action until they meet next month.  

e. 167 Reynolds Bridge Rd. (Open C&D, Court Order) – discussed in Executive Session. 

f. 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. (Open C&D Order) – discussed in Executive Session. 

g. Leigh Ave. – Standing Cease and Desist Order, W. Chamberlin Property – no update. 
 

Executive Session: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Discussion of pending litigation for 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. 

Agenda Item #2 – Discussion of pending litigation for 167 Reynolds Bridge Rd. 
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to move into Executive Session to 

discuss potential contract negotiations and pending litigations for 167 Reynolds Bridge Rd. 

and 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

The Commission moved in Executive Session at 9:10 pm with all members present and J. Leifert.  
 

The Commission moved out of Executive Session at 9:55 pm with no action taken. 
 

Adjournment: 
 

The Commission adjourned the meeting at 9:56 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Pat Santa Maria, Recording Secretary 


