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 Thomaston Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission  

Meeting Minutes – April 27, 2016 
 

Members Present:  Joe Fainer, Chairman, Rich Jennings, Tony Samela, Robin Capone, Laura Fitch,  

                                  Robert Foster  
   

Others Present:  Jeremy Leifert, Atty. Steven Byrne, Erich Weihrauch, Gary Gibeault, David Lord of 

                             Soil Resource Consultants, Atty. Richard Gilland   
 

The meeting convened at 7:00 pm. 
 

Members seated:  J. Fainer, R. Jennings, T. Samela, R. Capone, and L. Fitch. 
 

Executive Session: 
 

Agenda Item #1 - Discussion of pending litigation - 280 Reynolds Bridge Road 
 

Agenda Item #2 - Discussion of pending litigation – 167 Reynolds Bridge Road - Executive Session  

                               was not needed for this item at this time    
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to move in to Executive Session to 

discuss pending litigation for 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

The Commission moved into Executive Session at 7:00 pm with all members present, J. Leifert, and 

Atty. Byrne.   
 

The Commission moved out of Executive Session at 7:27 pm. with no action taken. 
 

Regular Meeting: 

 

Minutes: 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to move the minutes until later in the 

meeting. Motion unanimously passed. 

 

Old Business: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Permit Application #2016-03-17-01 to: (1) Install a curtain drain in existing  

                               lawn, (2) to armor an eroding stream embankment with stone, (3) to install a             

                               small hydro turbine in the existing stream near the property and (4) to remove  

                               existing invasive plants, all within a regulated area at 1099 Hickory Hill Rd. 
 

Agent(s): E. Weihrauch 
 

J. Fainer verified that the Commission did conduct a site walk of the property and discussed whether or 

not the activity would be significant or not a significant activity. 
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to declare Permit Application #2016-

03-17-01 not a significant activity. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to set the fee for Application #2016-

03-17-01 at the standard fee of $135.00. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to approve Permit Application #2016-

03-17-01 with the standard terms and conditions and that the additional details of the drainage 

material, the use of rip rap material where ever erosion protection is required, and the written 

description of the hydro turbine pipe installation, and the removal of any invasive plants are 

submitted for review by the Wetlands Officer. Motion unanimously passed. 
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Minutes:  
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by R. Capone to approve the site walk minutes 

from January 30, 2016 as presented. Motion unanimously passed. 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by R. Capone to accept the meeting minutes from 

March 23, 2016 as presented. Motion passed 4-0-1 abstention by L. Fitch. 
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to accept the site walk minutes from 

Saturday, April 2, 2016 as presented. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

New Business: 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to add discussion of the jurisdictional 

determination of 166 Leigh Ave. to the agenda. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

Agent(s): Atty. Gilland, G. Gibeault, D. Lord  
 

J. Leifert explained that G. Gibeault is in the process of purchasing 166 Leigh Ave. for his landscaping 

business and that the Commission needs to determine if a permit will be required for the location of his 

stockpiles.  
 

Atty. Gilland presented a wetland map of the property and explained that J. Leifert suggested that G. 

Gibeault speak to the Commission to find out a permit would be required and that D. Lord was hired to 

determine the location of the wetlands and/or watercourse. 
 

D. Lord distributed and discussed his report from a survey he conducted on April 22, 2016, which 

includes that the swale is just a drainage ditch, that the pond located closest to the property is 

approximately 180’ from where the landscaping materials will be stored, and that through several test 

borings, he found no evidence of wetland soil types or wetland vegetation.  Discussion ensued. 
 

It was determined the Commission does not have jurisdiction and J. Leifert will write a letter stating 

that the proposed use of the property is not regulated under local or state wetlands activity. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #1 - Permit Application #2016-04-14-01 to excavate in roadway and front yard to  

                               install a water line and construction of new set of stairs in front yard within a  

                               regulated area at 38 Atwood Rd. 
 

Agent(s):  None 
 

J. Leifert explained that an emergency permit was granted after the contractor explained he installed a 

new water line because the house did not have water and that when he issued the permit to the owner 

and told her she would have to submit an application, she said it was not an emergency. 
 

J. Leifert informed the Commission that a site walk would not have to be scheduled because it can be 

seen from the road.  
 

A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by T. Samela to accept Application #2016-04-14-01 

from R. Premius. Motion unanimously passed. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #2 – Discussion of potential application fee revisions 
 

J. Leifert did not have an update for tonight. 

____________________ 
 

Agenda Item #3 – Legislative Updates 
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J. Leifert distributed and discussed the legislative updates.  

 

Conservation Agenda: 
 

      Old Business:  
 

      Agenda Item #1 - Urban Forestry Grants Discussion – grant denied because of lack of details. 

      Agenda Item #2 - New Grant Opportunities – no update.  

      Agenda Item #3 - Trail Improvements for Dug Rd. Open Space – no update.  

      Agenda Item #4 - Illegal ATV Use/Gating Dug Rd. Open Space – no update. 

      Agenda Item #5 - Environmental Assessment of Dug Rd. Property – J. Leifert reported that he  

      filled out an application to submit to UCONN for the environmental assessment of Dug Rd. and  

      that once it is submitted, they will put it on their agenda to review and add it to their list  

      of assessments to conduct. 
 

      A motion was made by L. Fitch and seconded by R. Capone to have the Wetlands  

      Commission move forward with the submission of the grant application brought forward by  

      the Conservation Committee. Motion unanimously passed.  
       
      Agenda Item #6 - Interpretive Signage for Turner Rd. Wetland – will apply to Thomaston  

      Savings in May or June for a grant. 
 

      New Business:  None  

     
Communications and Bills:   
 

J. Leifert presented and discussed the following; 

   1.  CAWS Annual Meeting Handouts from March 17, 2016 

   2.  CT Siting Council Agenda for March 31, 2016 

    

Reports: 
 

Agenda Item #1 – Enforcement: 

    a.  1099 Hickory Hill Rd., Excavation in regulated area (Open Cease and Desist Order) –   
         a copy of the letter upholding the C&D Order was distributed. 

    b. Enforcement – Meadow Brook Dr./Laurel Dr. – S. Hayden was contacted by one of the  

         property owners.  S. Hayden and J. Leifert will schedule a walk of the property.  

    b.  Enforcement – 175 Litchfield St. unpermitted deck in regulated area – R. Green Associates  

         is working on the drawings. 

    c. Enforcement – 381 Cedar Mountain Rd. deposition in regulated area – the permit will be sent  

         to the property owner.  

    d Enforcement - 167 Reynolds Bridge Rd. Open C&D Order & Court Order – no update.   

    e. Enforcement - 280 Reynolds Bridge Rd. Open C&D Order – discussed in Executive Session. 

    f. Leigh Ave. - Standing C&D Order for W. Chamberlin Property – will remain on the agenda  

         for now. 
 

Adjournment: 
 

A motion was made by T. Samela and seconded by L. Fitch to adjourn at 9:11 pm. Motion 

unanimously passed. 
  
Respectfully submitted,   

 

Pat Santa Maria, Recording Secretary  


