
Doing Business in a
Town for All Time

An E-Blast by the Thomaston Economic Development
Commission

P&Z SEEKS INPUT ON AFFORDABLE &
WORKFORCE HOUSING

The Planning & Zoning Commission seeks your input to help develop an Affordable Housing

Plan for the Town of Thomaston. Section 8-30j of the General Statutes requires all

Connecticut municipalities to prepare an Affordable Housing Plan every five years. Once

adopted, the plan will help guide decision-making in order to better address our residents’

housing needs.

For our Thomaston employers, this can be your opportunity to voice any concerns you might



have about local housing as it relates to your ongoing efforts to attract and retain qualified

employees. The survey just opened, and it will run through April 4th. Feel free to share the

attached picture with your staffmembers so they can use the QR code which will bring them

directly to our survey. You can also use and share this link:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2CFNM2Q

The questions ask your thoughts about current housing options in Thomaston, affordable

housing in general, and more specifically, the type of housing Thomaston needs now and

over the next ten years. The survey should only take about 10 minutes of your time, and

unless you provide your email address in Section 3, it is completely anonymous.

In the coming months, P&Z will also be holding public information sessions to discuss

survey results as well as updates on the draft plan. Dates are TBD and will be posted once

scheduled.

Thank you for your help!

EDC WELCOMES NEW BUSINESSES!

The Town of Thomaston Economic Development Commission would
like to welcome these new businesses to our Town:

Esme's & Ruby's Restaurant
370 Watertown Road

https://esmesandrubys.com/

Johnny's Smoke Shop II
310 South Main Street

LJ Grocery & Juice Bar
310 South Main Street

Peanuts Place Mobile Bistro & Cafe
To Be Located at Chapman Lumber

224 Watertown Road
https://www.peanutsplacect.com/

P&Z Adopts Signage and
Commercial Vehicle

Regulations

At the January 5, 2022 Planning & Zoning
Commission meeting, changes to the zoning
regulations were adopted that pertain to
signage and to keeping commercial vehicles
on residential properties. The Commission
worked for nearly two years on these text
amendments, and during a lengthy public
hearing process they obtained a great deal
of constructive input from town residents
and business owners.

The signage regulations were updated in

https://esmesandrubys.com/
https://www.peanutsplacect.com/


CLICK HERE TO READ THE
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE

REGULATIONS

CLICK HERE TO READ THE
SIGNAGE REGULATIONS

CLICK HERE TO READ THE FULL
ZONING REGULATIONS

order to comply with the requirements of a
2015 case before the US Supreme Court -
Reed v. Town of Gilbert. While similar in
many ways to the previous regulations, the
new regulations make some changes that
local business owners should be aware of -
for instance, illumination requirements and
the inclusion of a list of signage that is
expressly prohibited. However, previously
prohibited portable (sandwich board)
signage is now permissible by zoning permit
for up to 5 months per year.

In addition, a new section was included
regarding commercial vehicles on residential
properties. The vast majority of commercial
vehicles that residents currently bring home
from work will not be impacted by the
regulation change, as a property with only
one commercial vehicle considered Class 1-
5 by the Federal Highway Administration
w i l l not require any permits. A zoning
permit will be required for a second such
vehicle on a residential property, which can
be issued in the Land Use Office. Special
permit approval from the Commission will
be needed for three or more such vehicles
and/or for any one vehicle from Class 6 or
higher. The new regulation also includes
some basic standards that apply to all
commercial vehicles, such as limitations on
loading/unloading between the hours of 9PM
and 7AM. Because there may have been
confusion regarding this issue in the past,
the Commission decided to institute a 6-
month grace period where residents can
come in and document their existing
commercial vehicles free of charge.

The Building & Land Use Office is available
should anyone have questions about the
amendments and whether either impacts
their specific situation. Feel free to call
Stacey Sefcik at 860-283-8411 x 243 with
any questions.

THOMASTON WELCOMES NEW BUILDING
OFFICIAL!

https://files.constantcontact.com/5bac5a01901/2aec0191-266b-4be9-af3c-99c532efddd8.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/5bac5a01901/e8440eb4-bfd8-4933-af0a-bb61877e5390.docx?rdr=true
http://www.thomastonct.org/filestorage/82/396/1182/1192/Zoning_Regulations_Current_January_13_2022.pdf


After several months of searching, the Building & Land Use Office is pleased to announce the

hiring of a permanent Building Official. Thomaston and Watertown worked together to

create a shared position with 19 hours here in Thomaston as Building Official, and 16 hours

in Watertown as Assistant Building Official.

Chris Marquis started on March 14th, and he will be available in Thomaston on the following

schedule:

Mondays 8:00AM-4:00PM

Thursdays 9:30-6PM

Fridays 8:30-Noon

Chris has extensive experience in construction and construction management and he has hit

the ground running, already performing numerous inspections and working with several

contractors answering questions regarding upcoming local projects. He is reachable by

phone at 860-283-8411 x 216 and via email at buildingofficial@thomastonct.org.

Some of the activities for which building permits are required include: additions, alterations,

installation of new or replacement oil tanks, roofing and siding, plumbing, electrical work,

HVAC, refrigeration, and/or sprinkler systems. If you are planning improvements at your

business location and are not sure whether a permit is required, please stop by the Building

& Land Use Office or give us a call at 860-283-8411. We are here to help!

     

mailto:buildingofficial@thomastonct.org

